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CHAPTER ____

An act to amend Sections 3500, 3502, and 3503 of the
Business and Professions Code, relating to medicine.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 753, Morrow. Physicians and surgeons and
podiatrists: podiatrist assistants.

Existing law, the Medical Practice Act, provides for the
licensure of podiatrists and of physicians and surgeons
and defines their scopes of practice. Existing law
authorizes a physician assistant to perform certain
prescribed services under the supervision of a licensed
physician and surgeon provided that the physician
assistant is licensed by the Physician Assistant Examining
Committee and the physician and surgeon is approved to
supervise the physician assistant by the Medical Board of
California or the Osteopathic Medical Board of
California. Existing law provides that violation of that
provision is a misdemeanor.

This bill would authorize a physician assistant
performing medical services under the supervision of a
physician and surgeon to assist a podiatrist who is a
partner, shareholder, or employee in the same medical
group as the supervising physician and surgeon.  The bill
would require a physician assistant to assist a doctor of
podiatric medicine according to patient-specific orders
from the supervising physician and surgeon, and would
require the supervising physician and surgeon to be
physically available to the physician assistant for
consultation when assistance is provided.

The bill would also provide that a physician assistant
assisting a podiatrist shall be limited to performing those
duties included within the scope of practice of a
podiatrist. By changing the definition of a crime, the bill
would impose a state-mandated local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to
reimburse local agencies and school districts for certain
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costs mandated by the state. Statutory provisions
establish procedures for making that reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is
required by this act for a specified reason.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 3500 of the Business and
Professions Code is amended to read:

3500. In its concern with the growing shortage and
geographic maldistribution of health care services in
California, the Legislature intends to establish in this
chapter a framework for development of a new category
of health manpower—the physician assistant.

The purpose of this chapter is to encourage the more
effective utilization of the skills of physicians, and
physicians and podiatrists practicing in the same medical
group practice, by enabling them to delegate health care
tasks to qualified physician assistants where this
delegation is consistent with the patient’s health and
welfare and with the laws and regulations relating to
physician assistants.

This chapter is established to encourage the utilization
of physician assistants by physicians, and by physicians
and podiatrists practicing in the same medical group, and
to provide that existing legal constraints should not be an
unnecessary hindrance to the more effective provision of
health care services. It is also the purpose of this chapter
to allow for innovative development of programs for the
education, training, and utilization of physician assistants.

SEC. 2. Section 3502 of the Business and Professions
Code is amended to read:

3502. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, a physician assistant may perform those medical
services as set forth by the regulations of the board when
the services are rendered under the supervision of a
licensed physician and surgeon or of physicians and
surgeons approved by the board, except as provided in
Section 3502.5.
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(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a
physician assistant performing medical services under
the supervision of a physician and surgeon may assist a
doctor of podiatric medicine who is a partner,
shareholder, or employee in the same medical group as
the supervising physician. A physician assistant who
assists a doctor of podiatric medicine pursuant to this
subdivision shall do so only according to patient-specific
orders from the supervising physician and surgeon.

The supervising physician and surgeon shall be
physically available to the physician assistant for
consultation when such assistance is rendered. A
physician assistant assisting a doctor of podiatric medicine
shall be limited to performing those duties included
within the scope of practice of a doctor of podiatric
medicine.

(c) No medical services may be performed under this
chapter in any of the following areas:

(1) The determination of the refractive states of the
human eye, or the fitting or adaptation of lenses or frames
for the aid thereof.

(2) The prescribing or directing the use of, or using,
any optical device in connection with ocular exercises,
visual training, or orthoptics.

(3) The prescribing of contact lenses for, or the fitting
or adaptation of contact lenses to, the human eye.

(4) The practice of dentistry or dental hygiene or the
work of a dental auxiliary as defined in Chapter 4
(commencing with Section 1600).

(d) This section shall not be construed in a manner
that shall preclude the performance of routine visual
screening as defined in Section 3501.

SEC. 3. Section 3503 of the Business and Professions
Code is amended to read:

3503. No person other than one who has been licensed
to practice as a physician assistant or authorized to
practice on interim approval under Section 3517 shall
practice as a physician assistant or in a similar capacity to
a physician and surgeon or podiatrist or hold himself or
herself out as a ‘‘physician assistant,’’ or shall use any other
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term indicating or implying that he or she is a physician
assistant.

SEC. 4. No reimbursement is required by this act
pursuant to Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California
Constitution because the only costs that may be incurred
by a local agency or school district will be incurred
because this act creates a new crime or infraction,
eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the penalty
for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section
17556 of the Government Code, or changes the definition
of a crime within the meaning of Section 6 of Article
XIII B of the California Constitution.

Notwithstanding Section 17580 of the Government
Code, unless otherwise specified, the provisions of this act
shall become operative on the same date that the act
takes effect pursuant to the California Constitution.
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